
  Mobilizing to Attract Skilled Workers  
  to High Tech Manufacturing 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 

 
A Program of Swiss Business Hub (USA), the Trade Commissions of Switzerland to the United States 
October 2, 2007 at Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago 

 
8:00 Registration and Networking 

9:00 Welcome 
 URS ZISWILER, AMBASSADOR OF SWITZERLAND TO THE UNITED STATES 

9:10 Opening Remarks 
 JACK LAVIN, DIRECTOR, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

9:30 Keynote Speaker: Setting the Stage 
 EDWARD E. GORDON, AUTHOR OF THE 2010 MELTDOWN: SOLVING THE IMPENDING JOBS CRISIS 
 By 2010 technology, globalization and major demographic shifts will drastically change 

our workforce. Learn how communities are mobilizing their resources to help make 
structural changes that address strategic, economic, and people issues. 

10:15 Break 

10:30 Session 1: Addressing the Issues 
 Practical solutions are discussed, including apprenticeship, college and vocational 

programs and other routes for recruiting, training and retaining skilled workers. 
  

 WILLIAM STRAUSS, SENIOR ECONOMIST AND ECONOMIC ADVISOR, FEDERAL RESERVE BANK (MODERATOR

DOUGLAS SMALL, DEPUTY ASST SECRETARY FOR EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING, US DEPT OF LABOR 
JIM TYREE, CEO, MESIROW FINANCIAL AND BOARD CHAIR, CITY COLLEGES OF CHICAGO 
MARTIN WEBER, VICE PRESIDENT, HYDROMAT INC  
RICK STEPHENS, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, THE BOEING COMPANY  
URS WALDVOGEL, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, IBAG AG 

12:15 Lunch with Speaker 
 JEFF KELLY, CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL TOOLING & MACHINING ASSOCIATION AND PRESIDENT, 

HAMMILL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

1:15 Session 2: Planning for the Future 
 What tools are in place? / What can I do? 
 

 HARRY MOSER, CHAIRMAN, AGIECHARMILLES US (MODERATOR) 
ANDREAS WEBER, PRESIDENT, REGO-FIX TOOL CORP. 
DAN SLOAN, MIDWEST REGIONAL DIRECTOR, TOOLING UNIVERSITY LLC 
DAVE HANSON, COMMISSIONER, OFFICE OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, CITY OF CHICAGO 
STEVE MANDES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR METALWORKING SKILLS 
US CHAMPION APPRENTICE, ONE OF 5 WINNERS OF THE THINK SWISS PRIZE 2007 

3:00 Concluding Speaker 
 BRUCE BRAKER, PRESIDENT, TOOLING AND MANUFACTURING ASSOCIATION 
 Next Steps: Wrap Up and Action Plan 

3:30 Program Ends 
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